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as per Revised Syllabus 2018-Onwards 1st Sem & 2" Sem}
5 Unit-I (a)

og\f LITERATURE APPRECIATION
1. Reading comprehension

I}atlve English Notes

Readmg is one of the most important skills for any student in any program. Students are required to
read a variety of different texts and reading materials from novels to blue prints, labels to poetry
(depending on your program!)

It isn’t just a matter of reading words. Students need to be able to make sense of what they read, make
inferences, communicate the information clearly to others, and more.

You can improve your reading skills by reading as much and as widely as possible; read
newspapers, magazines, adverts, stories, poetry, song lyrics...Challenge yourself by learning new
vocabulary or by reading something then repeating back (without looking) what you have just read.

1. Tips to get started:

e Look over the whole piece of writing. Notice its title.

e Notice its length.

e Read the first line of each paragraph to get an idea of how the writer has organized
the piece.

e Read the first line of the last paragraph to get an idea of how it may finish.

2. Read with concentration.

Concentrate on the words AND the meaning of groups of words. If there are vocabulary words
that are unknown to you, read the sentence and try to understand what is meant by the sentence,
so that you can guess at the meaning of the word.

When concentrating is challenging, try these strategies:

e Read the questions before you read the piece. It may help to know what you are looking
for! ‘ |
Read out loud. Your own voice can sometimes focus your mind AND eliminate outside
distractions.
Discuss the meaning as if you were telling someone else what you think it means.

Sometimes having to express your thoughts can clarify them.

3. Practice specific reading skills:

e Skim reading for gist

e Scanning for necessary information.
e Recalling details/facts/information.
e Understanding main ideas.

Making inferences
» Skim reading for gist

Skim reading can be a useful technique to have when researching. This skill involves reading a



longish text or parts of one in order to get the gist (the main idea) of what it contains. The aim is not
to get a detailed understanding but rather an overview of a text that may be relevant to your enquiry.
Open and skim read the whole text first and then skim each of the five sections it contains below. Use
the questions to give your skim reading a purpose and to check that you have understood the gist.
Then read the feedback. Open the hint if you would like some guidance on skim reading techniques
first.

> Scanning for necessary information

Scanning consists of letting your eyes move quickly through the text until you find what you are
looking for. As long as you know how the text is organised, this can be done quickly and without
reading every word.

This is a technique many of us use every day. For example, | may scan the telephone directory to find
a name. Or when | go to a restaurant, | scan the menu to find the vegetarian options.

Scanning texts is easy if you are familiar with their organisation. For example, 1 know that the menu
of my favourite restaurant lists the main course under the heading ‘Mains’, so I scan this list looking
for the word ‘vegetarian’, ‘vegetable’ or simply “V’.

In academic texts information is often grouped under headings, so to find a specific detail, you need
to first locate the appropriate heading. If there are no headings, remember that the topic sentence of
each paragraph is like a heading, as it tells you what the paragraph is about. In a paragraph, details
can usually be found in the sentences that follow the topic sentence so this is where you need to look.

When you think you have found the relevant section or paragraph, look for key words or figures.

> Close reading for Inf | Evaluati

Sometimes when you are reading you must go beyond the printed word on the page, to what
is hinted at or likely to be true, given the set of facts. Inferences can only be made when there
are facts to back them.

Example: The old man staggered along the sidewalk, his torn, grey coat flapping in the wind.

You might infer that the man is drunk, but really the facts don’t substantiate that inference. That
would be a guess. It could be that the man has been mugged, that he is sick, or that he has had a
medical crisis such as a heart attack. All of these could be the case, or some other explanation may
be possible. Unless the facts support the inference, it could be incorrect.

You can make accurate inferences when you:

think about all the ideas that are presented.
think about the suggested or implied meaning of the words used.
ensure they are supported by facts.

The following words in a reading may suggest you need to make an inference:

implies that ...” infers that ...” “might be described as...”

indicates that ...” 'seems to be ...” ‘can assume that

9%¢¢

.“suggests ...” probably ...” “can conclude that ...”




» Understanding Main Ideas and supporting points

The main idea:

is the most important idea in the passage.
can be found at the beginning, in the middle or at the end of the passage.
may be stated clearly or it may be implied.

is supported by all the sentences in the passage.

» Guessing the meaning of unfamiliar words

Start by quickly scanning the text. Look at titles, sub-titles, pictures etc. This prepares your

brain to receive the information

When doing multiple choice quizzes, read the questions first before reading the text — then

you’ll know what information you are looking for

Try to get interested in the details (readers recall what they are interested in)

Decide what is most important and what is probably not worth remembering (you can’t
remember everything)

Reread if you need to

Go back and reread after you have read the question

kkhkhkhkkhhhhkhkhkkkkhkhiiiihkikkx




NOTE-MAKING

Notes are short written record of facts to aid the memory. Notes are usually taken to record a
speech or dictation while listening to it or after reading a book, magazine or article. They are
referred back whenever needed and may be reproduced in the desired way.

The necessity of note making

Knowledge is vast and unlimited, but our memory is limited. We cannot remember all the
information all the time. Hence note-making is necessary. With the help of notes we can recall the
entire information read/heard months ago. Note-making is quite useful to students preparing so
many subjects. At the time of examinations, it is not possible to go through voluminous books. At
such critical times, notes are quite handy. Hence note-making fulfils three useful functions:

It keeps a lot of information at our disposal for ready reference.

It helps us reconstruct what was said or written and thus accelerates the process of
remembering/recall. .

It comes in handy in delivering a speech, participation in a debate/discussion, writing an
essay and revising lessons before an examination.

How note making helps us

While making notes we do not simply read the passage/listen to speech but consider various points
made by the writer/speaker and draw our own inferences about what is being presented. Thus note-
making helps us in understanding the passage in a better way and organising our thoughts
systematically.

Characteristics of good notes

1. Short and Compact: Good notes must be short and compact.

2. Complete Information: They must contain all the important information.

3. Logical: They must be presented in a logical way.

4. Understandable: They should be understandable when consulted at a later stage.

Mechanics of note making

While making notes we follow certain standard practices. These may be listed as follows:
(a) Heading and Sub-headings

(b) Abbreviation and Symbols

(c) Note-form

(d) Numbering and Indentation

Heading and sub-headings

The heading reflects the main theme whereas the sub-headings point out how it has been
developed. The selection of proper heading and sub-heading reveals the grasp of the passage by
the students. In the absence of proper assimilation of main ideas and subsidiary points it is
impossible to make notes.




(c) Short forms. Taking first and last letters

e.g. bk for  book for  Point
Dr for  Doctor for  Retired
dft for  draft for Religion
Dept for  Department for  received
estd for  established for  should
ft for  foot/feet for  Standard
Govt for Government for  Station
Ltd for  Limited for  Secretary
Mr for  Mister for  Weight
Ms for  Miss/Mrs for  Year
Org'zn for Organization for  yard

(d) Some other contractions

e.g. Alc for account for  education
bldg for  building for  kilogram
bks for  books for  metre
can't for cannot for  not applicable
civil'zn for  civilization for  reading
cm for centimetre for shall not
Clo for care of for  will not
MS for  manuscript M/S for Messers

USE OF FULL STOP IN AN ABBREVIATION
(@) Often a full stop is put after an abbreviation which does not end with the last letter
of the word; such as
Col. for  colonel Co. for = company
Div. for  division info. for  information
(b) The abbreviations that end with the last letter of the word do not require any full
stop at the end, such as
Govt for  government Mr for ~ Mister

Ms for  Miss Pt for  Pandit
Dr for  Doctor Wrt'g for  writing
10th for  Tenth Wt for  weight

Note. Confusing abbreviations should be avoided, e.g., the abbreviation ‘under’ may stand for
understand, understood and understanding. Similarly ‘indst” may stand for industry, industrial,
industrious.

Note-Form

While making notes the whole information is listed in note-form in points only. Notes should not
be written in complete sentences as we can’t remember the whole information. So only the main

points are listed one under the other and numbered.

It implies the logical division and sub-division of the listed information by using figures, letters,

dashes and spaces.

All examples and figurative speeches are eliminated.

Numbering and indenting

Indentation

Indentation means leaving space at the beginning of a line of print or writing.First write the title
and then write down the notes in a logical order. From the main headings to the sub-headings, the
numbering should be spaced a little to the right.




Indented Format

Main Sections : 1, 2, 3, 4, etc.. ‘ L |

Sub Sections 2 (@), (b), (e), (d), ete. (@) soererereree e e |

Sub-sub sections : (i), (i), (iii), (iv), etc. (Z) e
L2 TR
(iii) .

Indented Format

or you may use Decimal System
Main Sections : 1, 2, 3, 4, etc.
Sub Sections 111, 1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, etc.

Sub-sub Sections : 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 2.1.1, 2.1.2, etc.

CONCLUSION

Conclusion
Note-making is a useful skill. You must develop it with constant practice..

How to write note making

Follow the following steps:
Step 1: (i)Read the passage carefully.
(i1)Try to get the theme and subject of the passage. You may ask yourself: “What is this
passage about?” This will provide you the gist.
Step 2 : Read carefully. Identify main ideas and important supporting details.
Step 3 : Make notes of the main ideas under headings and add sub-points under sub-headings.
Step 4 : Use proper layout/format, e.g.,
(a) Indented, linear form
(b) Sequential form
(c) Tabular form
(d) Flow chart
(e) Pie chart, graphs or diagrams, etc.

Step 5 : Use recognisable abbreviations wherever possible




SUMMARY WRITING

What is a summary?

A summary is a record in a reader's own words that gives the main points of a piece of writing
such as a newspaper article, the chapter of a book, or even a whole book. It is also possible to
summarize something that you have heard, such as a lecture, or something that you have seen and
heard, such as a movie. A summary omits details, and does not include the reader's interpretation
of the original.

You may be used to reading English in order to answer questions set by someone else. In that case,
you probably read the questions first and then read the passage in order to find the correct answer.
However, when you read in order to write a summary, you must read in order to decide for
yourself what the main points are. This involves reading to understand the message that the writer
has for the reader, rather than reading in order to get the correct answer to someone else's
questions. Since people have different backgrounds and read for different purposes, it is possible
that different readers will interpret a writer's message in different ways. Even if they agree, they
will probably write their summaries in different ways. In other words, there is unlikely to be only
one “correct” summary. On the other hand, to write a summary it is necessary to understand a
passage as a whole, and therefore at a deeper level, than when one's purpose is just to answer
questions.

When are summaries used?

1. In general terms, writing summaries is a good way of improving one's ability to read because it
forces the reader to focus on understanding the whole of something rather than on just following

each word or sentence.

2. In academic terms:

a) If you are reading something that is very important for your studies and/or difficult to
understand, writing a summary helps you to make sure that you have understood it. You can also
refer to it later to refresh your memory, for example when you are revising for an exam, or when

you are talking about it in class. (It is also a good idea to turn lecture notes into summaries.)

b) When writing academic papers people often need to insert summaries of something that they
have read or heard. For example, you might want to summarize the the main points of a book that
is relevant to your topic. In such cases, it is extremely important to use your own words, or
quotation marks if you are actually quoting, in order to avoid plagiarism. (We will talk more about

plagiarism later in the course.)



http://ec.hku.hk/plagiarism/introduction.htm

STEPS IN WRITING A SUMMARY

1. Make notes of the article
Make notes of the article first, usually in examinations like that conducted by CBSE, you’ll be
asked to write summary using your notes.

2. Complete the sentences from your notes
Take each subheading of your notes, and complete the same sentences. Make sure your completed
sentences are grammatically correct.

3. Add more points from the main article

After completing sentences from your notes, you may add some other important points from the
main article which you feel would add value to the summary.

4. Trim down the summary to fit word limit

Now trim down little tid-bits from the draft summary you made so as to fit into the word limit.
Usually, you can limit the words to 1/3rd of the actual word count of the article.

Precautions to be taken while writing summaries.

1. Use normal English in summaries, just the way you write essays, articles, etc. Never have

incomplete sentences like those in Telegrams, notes, etc.

2. Avoid long sentences, make short but complete sentences.

3. The entire paragraph should gel well when read. It shouldn’t appear disjointed.

4. Avoid lifting-off exact sentences from the article as it’ll make your summary longer. Rather,
rephrase the same sentence in your own words.

5. Do not write summaries directly from the article. Make it only from the notes you made. You’ve
already worked hard to strip useful content from the article in note making. This will save your
precious time while summarizing.

6. Never jump the word-limit; always stick to a word-limit of 80-100 words for an article of

around 450 words.




SUPPLY A SUITABLETITLE

A good title contains the fewest possible words that adequately describe the contents and/or
purpose of your research paper. The title is without doubt the part of a paper that is read the most,
and it is usually read first. ... On the other hand, a title which is too short often uses words which
are too general.

Things to note before choosing TITLE of a passage:

1.Remember that you have been asked to choose the “most appropriate” title among the given
options, not what you may consider to be the “best” or “perfect” title for the passage. What this
also indicates is that if you can eliminate some options as inappropriate for one reason or another,
you could possibly arrive at the correct answer.

2.Title must not only cover the core idea (the content) of the passage, but should also express the
author’s tone. For example, consider a title that says “The dismal state of Indian hockey”. From
this, you immediately not only realize that the passage will talk about the sport of hockey, but also
know what the author’s feelings or tone would be towards the current state of affairs. This is due
to the usage of the adjective “dismal”.

3. The title you mark as the correct option should be neither too broad nor too narrow in scope.
Too ‘narrow’ titles may focus on only a couple of paragraphs of the passage and not the passage
as a whole.

4. Remember that a title is like a common theme that runs through the passage i.e. it integrates the
various ideas or issues discussed.

5. Atitle is not a conclusion. This is a mistake that students commonly make. The title is not

meant to reflect the conclusion (inference) rather; a title summarizes the author’s ideas or points

succinctly & must come from what is directly stated in the passage.




Unit-1 (b)

Standing Up For Yourself

By Yevgeny Aleksandrovich Yevtushenko

Yevgeny Aleksandrovich Yevtushenko (18 July 1933 — 1 April 2017) was a Soviet and Russian
poet. He was also a novelist, essayist, dramatist, screenwriter, publisher, actor, editor and director of

several films.

This text is basically an excerpt taken from his autobiography A Precocious Autobiography. In this
prescribed text, the narrator is an adult narrating his childhood experiences. The narrator has both
happy and unhappy experiences in his childhood. His parents were divorced. His mother left him.
These circumstances made him lonely. The street becomes his teacher. He cultivated all bad habits.

Another good habit he developed was the spit of fearlessness which he has kept intact till today.

The narrator's father lived somewhere in Kazakhstan with his new wife and their two children.
Seldom he got letters from his father. In short, there was no genuine relationship between father and
son. His mother spent his time in singing and giving entertainments for the troops. After divorce, his
father lived with his new wife and his mother spent time in singing and giving entertainment for the
troops. As a result, he became lonely and the street became his master. It taught him both good and
bad habits. The two habits that remained with him all his life were his preparedness to face the battle
of life any moment and the spirit of fearlessness. Ans. In my opinion the best lesson that the street

taught to the writer was habits of fearlessness. It taught him not to be afraid of anyone.

His big and broad shoulder made Red look older than he really was. He roamed carelessly in the
street with legs wide. He walked like a seaman on the floor of a ship. He dressed himself in a peculiar
manner. He put on a cap. From under his cap, the writer noticed its peak at the back of his head. A

villain as he was, Red intentionally dressed and walk in the manner described. His lieutenants also




wore their cap back to front, because they, like Red wanted to evoke fear in everyone's mind When
we read the expression ‘tripped at his heels', the pet animal that comes to my mind is a dog. His way
of forcing money out of other boys was to stop them and say simply but firmly the one word 'money'.
He ruled the street by stopping any boy and saying simply but firmly nothing but the one word
'money'. His hangers-on emptied his pockets, and they beat him ruthlessly in case he resisted. The

narrator was certainly afraid of Red.

. The first thing that the narrator did to overcome his fear of Red was to write a poem about him..
The people in the street learnt the poem by heart. They were filled with great joy and excitement.
Their hatred for Red ruled the roost. The narrator's poem about Red filled the people in the street
with great joy and excitement. They gave up their fear of Red and expressed their hatred for him
with great satisfaction. Red addressed the narrator as a poet slowly with a mischievous smile on his
face. He commented sarcastically that at last he wrote verses and asked if they rhymed. Ans. Red
struck the narrator's head with a metal knuckles duster. As a result, he fell down with blood gushing
out of his head and lost consciousness. He was confined to bed for several days. This was the result
of his first encounter with Red. The narrator was not happy at all with his reward as a poet. A more
difficult situation for the narrator was to overcome his fear when he saw Red after his injury. The
result of his second encounter with Red was his determination to defeat fear of Red despite suffering

shame and experiencing futile anger at his cowardice.

To grow stronger, the narrator trained himself with a pair of parallel bars meant for gymnastic

exercises.Besides,he resorted to weights. He got a text-book on ju-jitsu in exchange of a week's
ration card..He trained himself for three weeks before the final encounter with Red..The final
encounter took place on the lawn in their yard, when Red was lost in playing a card game called
vingt-et-un with his hangers-on. The narrator kicked and scattered cards played by Red and his
lieutenants. Red reacted to the narrator's attack in a state of surprise and asked him mockingly if he
was looking for more. .The narrator tackled Red by making a fast sudden blow to him. Confused, he

came towards the former furiously. The narrator cut him to size by catching his wrist and squeezed




slowly. Crying loudly in pain, Red rolled on the ground. His fingers suffered injuries. The narrator
made him sob and rub the tears over his small-pox-marked face with his dirty fist. At the end, Red
stopped himself to be the monarch of the street after this incident and the narrator learned that for
every strong man there is a special Ju-Jitsu and he chose the profession of poet at the end

simultaneously he also learned to stand up for himself in his life.

Think it out 1..

1.The writer is an adult while he narrates his childhood experiences.

2.The narrator did not have a happy childhood. After his parents divorced, he was left to fend for

himself. He lived virtually in the streets, and his education was in tatters.

3.He had no contact with his father after his parents were divorced. His father working in far-off

Kazakhstan never wrote him a letter.

4.The narrator’s mother, who used to be a geologist, resigned from her job. She became a singer

giving concerts for soldiers.

5.The statement, “My education was left to the streets’ implies that he had no access to a decent
education. Instead, he spent his time in the streets exposed to the coarseness and criminality of

street kids.

6.In my opinion the best lesson the street taught him was to overcome his fear of those mightier

than him.

Think it out 2..

1. Scars from daily fights and constant battle with the odds of streets had robbed him his childlike
innocent look. He had big and broad shoulders which made him look so much older than his age of

16.

2. He had two or three younger accomplices who acted as his aides in his criminal assaults on

innocent passers-by. They hung around Red and helped him in looting the victims.




3. Red wore a cap that was swept backwards. His hair in the front fell out of the cap.

4. Perhaps, he purposely dressed and walked so menacingly, so that he could instill fear in others.

5. The lieutenants were his comrades who formed the gang. In order to show their solidarity with

Red, they too wore their caps in similar manner.

6. A dog is the pet that follows its master as loyally as the lieutenants followed Red.

7. Red used to accost a pedestrian, utter the word ‘money’. His lieutenants then subdued the victim

by force and empty his pocket of any cash.

8. He resorted to intimidation and force to counter anyone who came in his way. If necessary, he

would use his knuckle-duster to do bodily harm to the stranger.

9. Yes, initially he was. He said, “Everyone was afraid of Red. So was 1.” Later, he overcame his

fear through determination.

Think it out 3..

1. In order to overcome his fear of Red, the narrator wrote a poem about him.

2. The people in the street were thrilled by the poem’s sarcasm.

3. By triumphant hatred, it means that the poem had the desired effect of irking Red, the bully

everyone disliked. They rejoiced at the annoyance of Red.

4. Red sneered at the narrator saying that he writes the verses & asked if they rhyme.

5. In his first encounter with Red, the narrator got badly injured as he was struck on his head by

Red’s knuckle duster.

6. No, the narrator says this cynically.

7. For narrator, overcoming the fear of Red was more difficult.




8. In the second encounter, the narrator didn’t even dare to go in front of Red & felt too ashamed

because of this.

Think it out 4..

1. In order to be stronger, the narrator trained with parallel bars and weight that made his muscles
stronger. He also practiced a Japanese method of wrestling called ju-jitsu from a book. This

technique enabled a person to effectively take on another much stronger foe.

2. The narrator got a textbook on ju-jitsu by forsaking a week’s ration entitlement towards the cost.

3. Before his final encounter with Red, the narrator trained for three weeks. He practiced the new

method with two boys.

4. The final encounter took place in the community yard where the narrator lived. Red was

engrossed in playing vingt-et-un with his friends by sitting on the lawn.

5. The narrator had decided to confront Red frontally. The narrator went up to Red & defiantly

kicked and scattered the cards he was playing with.

6. Red was surprised by the audacity and belligerence of the narrator. He sprang to his feet to

counter the narrator.

7. The narrator lunged forward and gave Red a hard blow which left him seething in pain.

8. Clearly, Red found the narrator too skilled and strong to counter. He had to drop his knuckle-

duster when the narrator squeezed his wrist.

9. During his last encounter with Red, the narrator learned that he need not fear a person way too

stronger than him. The stronger adversary can be neutralized by suitable fighting skill.

10. The narrator prepared himself to be a poet.

11. True: Courage means conguering fear. Timidity before a stronger foe only emboldens him. So,

the right approach is to take him head on.




STOPPING BY WOODS ON A SNOWY EVENING

By

Robert Lee Frost

Robert Lee Frost (March 26, 1874 — January 29, 1963) was an American poet. His work was
initially published in England before it was published in America. Known for his realistic
depictions of rural life and his command of American colloquial speech,[2] Frost frequently wrote
about settings from rural life in New England in the early twentieth century, using them to examine

complex social and philosophical themes.

Frost was honored frequently during his lifetime and is the only poet to receive four Pulitzer Prizes
for Poetry. He became one of America's rare "public literary figures, almost an artistic
institution.”[3] He was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 1960 for his poetic works. On

July 22, 1961, Frost was named poet laureate of Vermont.

Written by Robert Frost, this poem was published in 1923. It was written to capture the conflict
between man and nature and also to highlight the difference between wishes and obligations we

face in our lives. However, it has become one of the most popular poems in English literature.

As the poem is about nature, it has been written from the perspective of an adult, who stops by the

woods to enjoy the mesmerizing beauty of nature. The expression of stopping given in the first
stanza continues until the traveler decides to restart his journey. The expression of not knowing
the woods and then realizing one’s duties mark the central point of the poem. However, what stays
in the minds of the readers is the eye-catching and bewitching beauty of woods in the snowy
evening. The speaker thinks about who owns the woods that he or she is passing through, and is
fairly sure of knowing the landowner. However, the owner's home is far away in the village, and

thus he is physically incapable of seeing the speaker pause to watch the

snow fall in the forest.




The speaker thinks his or her horse must find it strange to stop so far from any signs of civilization.

Indeed, they are surrounded only by the forest and a frozen lake, on the longest night of the year.

The horse shakes the bells on its harness, as if asking if the speaker has made a mistake by

stopping. The only other sound besides the ringing of these bells is that of the wind and falling

snowflakes, which the speaker likens to the feathers of goose down.

The speaker finds the woods very alluring, drawn both to their darkness and how vast and all-
encompassing they seem. However, the speaker has obligations to fulfill elsewhere. Thus, though
he or she would like to stay and rest, the speaker knows there are many more miles to go before

that will be possible.




THE INCHCAPE ROCK

BY

ROBERT SOUTHEY

Robert Southey (/'savdi/ or /'sadi/;12 August 1774 — 21 March 1843) was an English poet of the
Romantic school, one of the Lake Poets along with William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, and England's Poet Laureate for 30 years from 1813 until his death in 1843. Although
his fame has been eclipsed by that of Wordsworth and Coleridge, his verse still enjoys some

popularity.

About the Poem

The Inchcape Rock by Robert Southey is a ballad that tells us about the legends of the Inchcape

Rock, a reef in the North Sea about 18 km off the east coast of Angus, Scotland.

The story is about the good Abbot of Aberbrothok and the devilish Sir Ralph the Rover. The Abbot

achieved the great feat of installing a bell on the dangerous Inchcape rock that had previously

caused many shipwrecks. His bell rang during the storms and issued an alert for the passing ships.
So, the seamen knew where the rock is and could avoid the danger of an accident. They blessed the

Abbot for his good work.

But it was the Rover who felt jealous at the fame of the Abbot and planned to cut down the bell
from the Inchcape rock. And so, he did. This Ralph the Rover was actually a sea-pirate. So he
needed to destroy the bell to accomplish his desire to rob more ships by putting them in danger.
But finally, he himself was the victim of the Inchcape rock. One day his ship was left in the midst

of storms, lost the direction and crashed against the rock. Thus, the Rover was punished for his




sinful work. Here the poet Robert Southey delivers a message through his poem: As you sow, so

shall you reap. So, the poem The Inchcape Rock is didactic in nature like most of.

Stanza-wise Summary & Explanation

In the first stanza of the poem the poet describes the calmness of the sea. The air, the sea, the ship
—all were still. The sails of the ship were getting no motion from the wind. Its keel was steady in

the ocean.

The second stanza describes the mild sea waves. The waves were rising and falling so little that
they did not make any sign or sound. The waves were gently flowing over the Inchcape Rock

without moving or ringing the bell.

The third stanza is about the bell. The ‘good old Abbot of Aberbrothok’ positioned the Inchcape
bell there on the Inchcape Rock. During the storms it floated on a buoy and rang wildly swung by

the high tides to alert everyone that the dangerous rock was there.

In the next four lines, the poet tells us how the bell guided the mariners in the bad weather. The
seamen could not see the Rock as it stayed hidden under the high waves during the storms. But
they could hear the ringing bell and went away from the perilous (dangerous) rock. So the bell

saved their lives. Then the seafarers blessed the Abbot for his good job.

The fifth stanza delivers a cheerful atmosphere, as it generally happens before every disaster. On a

particular bright day everything looked joyful. The sea-birds were whirling over the sea and

screaming in joy.

In the sixth stanza of the poem Sir Ralph is introduced for the first time. On that fine day, the buoy
(an anchored floating sign to show the reef) on the Inchcape Rock was clearly visible, as it was a
blackish spot in the green ocean. Sir Ralph the Rover went onto the deck of his vessel and gazed at
dark spot of the buoy. The next stanza deals with Ralph’s feelings and thoughts. He was delighted
at the good spring atmosphere. He was making whistling sounds and singing in joy. He was

actually overjoyed. But no one knew that a sinful thought in his mind was behind this happiness.




In the eighth stanza the Rover himself speaks and reveals his desire. His eyes were fixed on the
floating buoy on the Inchcape Rock. Sir Ralph the Rover ordered his crew to take the boat to the
Inchcape Rock. Then he says that he is going to plague (kill or destroy) the good work of the

Abbot of Aberbrothok.

The ninth stanza describes that the Rover’s men took the boat to the Inchcape Rock. There he bent

over the boat and cut the bell from the Rock.

The next stanza pictures how the bell was sinking down making the bubbling sound. Bubbles rose
and burst around. Sir Ralph was happy thinking that the bell would save no more ships and the

seamen would no longer bless the Abbot.

Sir Ralph the Rover then sailed away from the rock. Thereafter he had robbed and looted many
ships which met accidents crashing to the Inchcape Rock. He is now a rich man with all the looted

treasures. And today he is going to the Scotland shore with his ship.

The twelfth stanza describes the gloomy atmosphere on the day the Rover is sailing to Scotland.
The sun is hidden behind the thick fog. Strong winds were blowing all the day, and now, in the

evening it has stopped blowing.

The next four lines continue the gloom. The Rover is now on the deck of his ship. They can’t see

land as it is very dark. Sir Ralph assures that the moon will appear soon and so there will be light.

In the fourteenth stanza one of Ralph’s men says that he hears the roaring sound of the waves

breaking against something. So, he hopes they should be near the shore. He also regrets that the

Inchcape Bell is no more, as it could guide them in this situation.But no sound was there. The tides

were strong. The Rover and his team are drifting along with the ship. Suddenly the vessel gets a

jerking. They all realize that the vessel has hit the Inchcape Rock.

Sir Ralph the Rover pulls his hairs in frustration. He curses himself for his evil deeds. Meanwhile

the water fills in every corner of the vessel and it starts sinking in the sea.




In the last stanza of the poem as the Rover is dying, he hears a sound like the ringing of the

Inchcape Bell. It was actually his death knell that the Devil himself was ringing beneath the water.

Thus, the Rover gets punishment for his sinful works. Robert Southey is a poet who always

delivers a teaching through his poems. This too is not an exception.




Tomy True Friend

by
Elizabeth Pinard

This poem is about my best friend. Though we are far apart, she will always be the most important
person in my life. She was always there for me, there to encourage me, there to comfort me. She
was my biggest supporter in both the good and the bad. She helped me find self-acceptance and

she showed me how wonderful loving others unconditionally is.

We were at boarding school together until November 1999. Sadly we don't live close by each other
so | haven't seen her in a long time. I cherish my memories of her so much. I will never give up
hope that our paths are destined to cross again. She was the sweetest part of my life for so long, |

miss her positive outlook on life, her ready smile and most of all the way she genuinely cared

about me. She will always have a special place in my heart.




In London in minus fours

By

Louis Fischer

Think it out 1

Answer 1.. .. Gandhi represented the voice of large sections of Indians. His charm and personality
made him eminently qualified to represent India in the Round Table Conference. So, he was
chosen as the sole representative of Congress in the London Conference.

Answer?2 . .. Gandhi made his way into the hearts of the poor Londoners by his jovial nature and
his disarming modesty. During his morning strolls, he charmed everyone whom he encountered on
the way through his smiles and greetings. Even the children were attracted to him. At times,
Gandhi used to call on people at their homes. The rapport he built with the British endeared him to
one and all.

Think it out 2

Answer 1.. .. To the journalists question about his scanty dress, Gandhi replied saying that they
wore ‘plus-fours’, where as he wore‘minus-fours’.

Answer 2 ....Gandhiji wore his usual frugal dress even while going to meet the King. He wore a
loincloth, sandals, and a shawl. His dollar watch hung from his waist.

Answer 3. ..Gandhi had a ready repartee who asked him if he was properly dressed for his meeting
with the King. Gandhi quipped that the King had enough clothes on his body for both of them.

Answer 4 ..Gandhi enjoyed himself in London by meeting many famous personalities like Lord
Irwen, David Lloyd George, Marshal Smuts, Bernard Shaw. He also had some public meetings.
However, Winston Churchill refused to see him.

Answer 5 ..Gandhi’s idea was to completely severe all links of India with the British colonial
authority. However, he was not in favour of cutting off relations with the Britain. To this end, he
wanted India to remain in the Commonwealth as a free nation rubbing shoulders with the British
government in equal terms.




Answer 6 .. By ‘creative independence’, Gandhi visualized a free India. Freedom had to foster
love, friendship, work, progress, prosperity, unity, and security for the independent people.
Freedom for namesake was not what Gandhi wanted.

Think it out 3

Answer 1. Gandhij’s qualities like charm, frankness, humility, and accessibility turned his
opponents into his friends.

Answer 2 ..Gandhi remained steadfast on his noble principles. He never allowed jealousy,
vengeance or rivalry to creep into his mind. He was fair and honest with both friend and foe alike.
His life was open and transparent. He readily apologized for the smallest discourtesy to anyone.
Thus, he won many friends even among those whom he criticized.

Answer 3 ..Mahatma Gandi’s work outside the Round Table Conference was to convince the
people about the genuineness of India’s sorrows and her craving for freedom.

Answer 4 ..The second Round Table conference failed as Lord Reading stubbornly refused to give
any tangible relief to India with regard to the demand for freedom. Lord Reading reiterated that
Britain would continue to colonize India.

Answer 5 ..Mr. Gandhi built a rapport with the Scotland detectives by treating them equally and in
the friendliest way. He visited their homes. He didn’t maintain any distance with them during
public appearances. On returning to India, he sent them two watches as his personal presents.




The Magic of Teamwork

By

Sam Pitroda

Introduction:

-The key problem in India is always implementation, not lack of policies. We have great policies
and ideas about how to do things, but somehow things don’t get done. The main prerequisite to
successful implementation is teamwork, and yet | find this severely lacking in the Indian way of

working.

When the Japanese came to work in India to develop the Maruti Suzuki car, a joke went around that
one Indian was equal to 10 Japanese: Indians were very smart, capable and dedicated individuals.
But 10 Indians were equal to one Japanese: Indians lacked team spirit and cooperation. And that

truly sums up the situation regarding our team skills.

What makes matters even worse is our “crab” mentality - if someone is trying to climb higher and
achieve more, the others just drag him down. The signal that the others send out is, “I wouldn’t do
it; I wouldn’t let you do it; and if by chance you start succeeding, we will all gang up and make sure

that you don’t get to do it.”

The question is: Where does this attitude come from, and how do we recognize and handle it?

1.Hierarchical System

Part of the problem is our cultural background. We’ve had feudal and hierarchical social systems,

where people look at one person, as opposed to a group of people, for all the answers - the father, in
the case of the family, and the boss, in the professional world. In this system, whoever is senior
supposedly knows best. This was fine in earlier times when knowledge and wisdom were passed on
orally; but in modern society, there is no way that one person can know everything. Today, you may

find that a young computer-trained person has more answers for an accounting problem than a




senior accountant has. Until we understand how best to leverage this diversity of experience, we will

not be able to create and fully utilize the right kind of teams.

In my younger days in the US, | attended an executive seminar for Rockwell International, where
about 25 senior company executives had congregated for a week of strategic discussion. In the
evenings, we would break out into five different groups of five people each. In those group
workshops, someone would delegate tasks, saying: “You make coffee; you take notes; you are the
chairman; and you clean the board.” The next day, there would be different duties for each group
member. No one ever said, “But [ made coffee twice.” I thought to myself, if this were happening in
India, people would be saying, “But I’m the senior secretary - why should | make the coffee and you

be the chairman?” Hierarchy comes naturally to our minds.

2.What Derails a Team?

Group work requires a thorough understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of individuals
irrespective of their hierarchy. Because of our background, we often don’t learn how to exercise and
accept leadership - to lead and to follow - simultaneously. Some gravitate toward exercising
leadership, and others gravitate toward accepting the lead of others. But in true teamwork, everyone
needs to do both. Being a good team player implies respect for others, tolerance of different points
of view and willingness to give. The ability to resolve conflicts without either egotism or sycophancy

is a very important aspect of being a team player: You have to agree to disagree.

| find that people in India somehow tend to focus on achieving total agreement, which is almost

always impossible. So before work begins, people want everyone to agree on everything. Instead,

they should say, “OK. This is what we agree on, so let’s start working on this. What we don’t agree
on, we will resolve as we go along.” For things to move forward, it’s important to work on the

agreed-upon aspects and not get bogged down in the areas of disagreement.

Yet another snake that kills teamwork is people’s political agendas. You’ve got to be open, clear and

honest to be a good team player. Most people though, have a hidden agenda - they say




something but mean the exact opposite. I call it “split-level consciousness.” To say and mean the

same thing is a very critical part of a good work ethic.

3.Criticizing the Individual or the lIdea?

In my days at C-DoT, when there were 400 employees, | asked an American psychiatrist to come to
India as a consultant and give me a report on the “psychological health of C-DoT” - something that
had never been done before in India. He spent several days in the organization and talked to a lot of
people, trying to understand the situation. His analysis opened my eyes to a lot of things I did not
realize because all my life | had worked in the US. People complained to him that Sam Pitroda was
ruthless and criticized them in front of everyone else. And until then | had thought that | was simply

being open! If someone had not been doing well, 1 would tell the person directly to his face in a

general meeting. The employees said that was insulting, and that they should be pulled aside

individually to be told of the inefficiency. But in today’s world, you cannot afford to do that every
time. Besides, | figured that criticizing someone in a meeting was for the benefit of all present, and

everyone could learn from that individual’s mistakes.

It was then that | learned how Indians do not differentiate between criticizing an idea and criticizing
an individual. So in a group, if you tell someone that his idea is no good, he automatically takes it
personally and assumes that you are criticizing him. No one can have a good idea every day on every
issue. If you disagree with my idea, that does not mean that you have found fault with me as a person.
Thus, it is perfectly acceptable for anyone to criticize the boss - but this concept is not a part of the

Indian system.

In India you find that bosses Kick the people below them, and butter up the people above. It should
be exactly the opposite - butter up the people below, and don’t be afraid to kick those at the top. For
a boss to be comfortable accepting criticism from subordinates, he must feel good about himself.

Self-esteem is a key prerequisite to such a system being successful.




4.Mental vs. Physical Workers

Here’s a personal story that will bring out another serious problem facing India - the dichotomy and
difference in respectability between physical and mental workers which seriously affects team
performance. | had a driver named Bhumi Ram, who | thought was one of the best drivers in the
world. He used to open the door for me whenever | entered or exited the car. Right in the first few
days I told him, “Bhumi Ram bhai, you are not going to open the door for me. You can do that if |
lose my hands.” He almost started crying. He said, “Sir, what are you saying? This is my job!” I told
him that I didn’t want to treat him like a mere driver. He had to become a team player. | told him
that whenever he was not driving, he should come into my office and help out with office work -
make copies, file papers, send faxes, answer phone calls or simply read - rather than sit in the car
and wait for me to show up. Diversifying tasks increases workers’ self-esteem and motivation and
makes them team players. Now, even if I call him for work in the middle of the night, he is ready -

because | respect him for what he does.

5.Team Interactions

Unfortunately, when good teams do get created, they almost invariably fall apart. In the ‘80s, there
was a great political team consisting of Rajiv Gandhi, Arun Nehru, V.P. Singh, Arun Singh and
others. If that team had remained intact, India would have been a different country today. They were

all the same age, were good friends, and had backgrounds outside of politics. But the team self-

destructed. They developed conflicts and couldn’t resolve them - and the nation paid the price. In

our system today it is very difficult to build teams because nobody wants to be seen playing second

fiddle.

It is very hard in India to find good losers. Well, you win some and you lose some. If you lose some,
you should move on! You don’t need to spend all your time and energy attacking the winner. You

try harder, and perhaps next time you will win.




In India we have people of different cultural backgrounds, religions, ethnicities and caste groups - a
fertile ground for diversity in the workplace. We should actually be experts in working with

diversity. But it can only happen when we get rid of personal, caste and community interests.

It all changes when we are out in the US. Here, we are a small ingredient in a huge salad bowl. We

are willing to compromise and accept differences because we ourselves are different. In the US, we
act as the minority. In India, we act as the majority - and we never think about how the minority

feels in that environment.

In the US you become part of the team very easily, helped on by the general environment here that
encourages teamwork. People appreciate good work and pat you on the back; your boss is open and
doesn’t mind criticism - you can tell her that she’s not right and she will say, yeah, maybe you have
a good idea. The young are respected; there is no hierarchical system. There could be a 40-year-old

CEO with a 55-year-old VP. It has nothing to do with age; capability and expertise are what counts.

But you don’t yet see these attitudes taking hold in India.

Managers in the US corporate environment who work with Indians - and in fact, with Asians in
general - need to recognize that these individuals have a tendency to feel they are not getting
recognition or are not being respected. It must be realized that these individuals have lower self-
esteem to begin with and therefore have to be pampered and encouraged a little more because they

need it. This makes them feel better and work better.

6.No Substitute for Teamwork

Teamwork is key to corporate and national governance, and to get anything done. The fundamental
issues are respect for others, openness, honesty, communication, willingness to disagree, resolution
of conflict, and recognition that the larger goal of the team as a whole trumps individual or personal

agendas.

*************************EN D OF U N IT_1*******************************




UNIT- 11

VOCABULARY

Use of synonyms, antonyms

Synonyms are words that have the same or very similar meanings. All words can have a
synonym. Nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs and prepositions can have a synonym as long as both
words are the same part of speech.

Synonyms — Adjectives: Beautiful, lovely, gorgeous, stunning, striking
Synonyms — Nouns: House, home, dwelling, residence, abode, quarters
Synonyms — Verbs: Jump, bound, leap, hop, skip

Synonyms — Prepositions: in, inside, within

Antonyms are words that have opposite meanings. For example, the antonym of long is short.

Often words will have more than one antonym but as with synonyms it depends on the context. For
instance, the word warm could have the antonym cool or chilly. In order to choose the correct
antonym, you have to look at all the meanings and how the word is used. Cool can mean stylish as

well as chilly so the word cool may not be the best choice.

Antonyms fall within the three categories: graded antonyms, relational antonyms, and
complementary antonyms.

1.Graded antonyms are word pairs that have variations between the two opposites. For example, big
and little are antonyms but there are a lot of changes before you get to the opposite meaning like
this:

Big, huge, bulky, full-size, slight, petite, little
Other examples are:

Happy — sad

Healthy — sick

Smart — stupid

2.Relational antonyms are pairs that have a relationship. Each word wouldn’t exist without the other.
There can’t be a parent without a child or it’s either all or nothing. Other examples include:

Open — close
Husbhand — wife
Front — back

Hello — goodbye




3._Complementary antonyms are word pairs that have no degree of meaning. There are only two
opposite possibilities.

Dead- alive

True — false

Male- female

Daughter — son

On — off

*************************EN D OF U N IT_2*******************************




Unit-111

Application of Grammar

Chapter-1

Countable and Uncountable Nouns.

Nouns can be countable or uncountable. Countable nouns can be counted, e.g. an apple, two
apples, three apples, etc. Uncountable nouns cannot be counted, e.g. air, rice, water, etc. When you
learn a new noun, you should check if it is countable or uncountable and note how it is used in a
sentence.

1.Countable nouns

% For positive sentences we can use a/an for singular nouns or some for plurals.

There's a man at the door.

I have some friends in New York.

% For negatives we can use a/an for singular nouns or any for plurals.

| don't have a dog.

There aren't any seats.

2.Uncountable nouns
Here are some examples of uncountable nouns:

bread

rice

coffee
information
money
advice
luggage
furniture

s We use some with uncountable nouns in positive sentences and any with negatives.
There's some milk in the fridge.

There isn't any coffee.




% In questions we use a/an, any or how many with countable nouns.

Is there an email address to write t0?

Are there any chairs?

How many chairs are there?

% And we use any or how much with uncountable nouns.

Is there any sugar?

How much orange juice is there?

% But when we are offering something or asking for something, we normally use some.
Do you want some chocolate?

Can we have some more chairs, please?

% We also use some in a question when we think the answer will be 'yes'.

Have you got some new glasses?

%+ Other expressions of quantity

A lot of (or lots of) can be used with both countable and uncountable nouns.

There are lots of apples on the trees.

There is a lot of snow on the road.

Notice that we don't usually use many or much in positive sentences. We use a lot of instead.

They have a lot of money.

However, in negative sentences we use not many with countable nouns and not much with

uncountable nouns.
There are a lot of carrots but there aren't many potatoes.

There's lots of juice but there isn't much water.




Chapter-2

Articles

Articles (a, an, the) are determiners or noun markers that function to specify if the noun is
general or specific in its reference. Often the article chosen depends on if the writer and the

reader understand the reference of the noun.

The articles a and an are indefinite articles. They are used with a singular countable noun

when the noun referred to is nonspecific or generic.

The article the is a definite article. It is used to show specific reference and can be used with

both singular and plural nouns and with both countable and uncountable nouns.

Indefinite Article (A,An)

A and an are used with singular countable nouns when the noun is nonspecific or generic.

© | do not own a car.
© Inthis sentence, car is a singular countable noun that is not specific. It could be any
car.
©  She would like to go to a university that specializes in teaching.
© University is a singular countable noun. Although it begins with a vowel, the first
sound of the word is /j/ or “y.” Thus, a instead of an is used. In this sentence, it is
also generic (it could be any university with this specialization, not a specific one).
© | would like to eat an apple.
© Inthis sentence, apple is a singular countable noun that is not specific. It could be

any apple.
A is used when the noun that follows begins with a consonant sound.

© abook
© apen
© auniform (Note that uniform starts with a vowel, but the first sound is /j/ or a “y” sound.

Therefore a instead of an is used here.)
An is used when the noun that follows begins with a vowel sound.

© an elephant

© an American




© an MBA (Note that MBA starts with a consonant, but the first sound is /€/ or a short “e”

sound. Therefore, an instead of a is used here.)

Sometimes a or an can be used for first mention (the first time the noun is mentioned). Then, in

subsequent sentences, the article the is used instead.

© He would like to live in a large house. The house should have at least three bedrooms and
two bathrooms.
© Inthe first sentence (first mention), a is used because it is referring to a

nonspecified house. In the second sentence, the is used because now the house has

been specified.

Definite article (The)

The is used with both singular and plural nouns and with both countable and uncountable nouns

when the noun is specific.

©  The book that I read last night was great.
© Inthis sentence, book is a singular, countable noun. It is also specific because of the
phrase “that I read last night.” The writer and reader (or speaker and listener) know

which book is being referred to.

©  The books assigned for this class are very useful.
© Inthis sentence, books is a plural, countable noun. It is also specific because of the
phrase “for this class.” The writer and reader (or speaker and listener) know which

books are being referred to.

©  The advice you gave me was very helpful.
© In this sentence, advice an uncountable noun. However, it is specific because of the

phrase “you gave me.” It is clear which piece of advice was helpful.
Here are some more specifics:
The is used in the following categories of proper nouns:
Museums and art galleries: the Walker Art Center, the Minneapolis Institute of Art
Buildings: the Empire State Building, the Willis Tower

Seas and oceans: the Mediterranean Sea, the Atlantic Ocean

Rivers: the Mississippi, the Nile




Deserts: the Sahara Desert, the Sonora Desert

Periods and events in history: the Dark Ages, the Civil Wa

Bridges: the London Bridge, the Mackinac Bridge
Parts of a country: the South, the Upper Midwest

In general, use the with plural proper nouns.

© the Great Lakes
o the French

© the Rockies (as in the Rocky Mountains)
The is often used with proper nouns that include an “of” phrase.

© the United States of America
© the University of Minnesota

© the International Swimming Hall of Fame
Use the when the noun being referred to is unique because of our understanding of the world.

©  The Earth moves around the sun.

°  Wolves howl at the moon.

Use the when a noun can be made specific from a previous mention in the text. This is also known

as second or subsequent mention.

© My son bought a cat. | am looking after the cat while he is on vacation.

© | read a good book. The book was about how to use articles correctly in English.

The is used with superlative adjectives, which are necessarily unique (the first, the second, the

biggest, the smallest, the next, the only, etc.).

It was the first study to address the issue.
She was the weakest participant.

He was the only person to drop out of the study.

No article is used when a plural countable noun is generic or nonspecific.
© 1 bought new pens and pencils at the store. (general, not specific ones)

© Cats have big eyes that can see in the dark. (cats in general, all of them)




© Babies cry a lot. (babies in general, all of them)

e No article is used when a noncount noun is generic or nonspecific.
© 1 bought milk and rice at the store. (generic reference)
©  We were assigned homework in this class. (generic reference)

©  There has been previous research on the topic. (generic reference)

Sometimes article usage in English does not follow a specific rule. These expressions must be

memorized instead.

Here are some examples of phrases where article usage is not predictable:

Destinations: go to the store, go to the bank, but go to school, go to church, go to bed, go
home

Locations: in school, at home, in bed, but in the hospital (in American English)

Parts of the day: in the morning, in the evening, but at night

Chores: mow the lawn, do the dishes, do the cleaning

There are also numerous idiomatic expressions in English that contain nouns. Some of these also

contain articles while others do not.
Here are just a few examples:
e To give someone a hand

e |Intheend

e To be ontime




Chapter-3

Determiners

Determiners are required before a singular noun but are optional when it comes to introducing
plural nouns. For example, consider the placement and usage of the common determiner the in the
sentences below:

The bunny went home.

| ate the chocolate cookie for dessert.
Metal cans are recyclable.

The metal cans are recyclable.

There are four different types of determiners in English: articles, demonstratives, quantifiers, and
pOossessives.

1.Articles

Articles are among the most common of the determiners. There are three singular articles: a, an,
and the. Articles specify (or determine) which noun the speaker is referring to. A and an are
indefinite articles and are used when you are talking about a general version of the noun. For
example:

A dog is a good pet.
An ostrich would beat a chicken in a race.

In these examples, the sentence is talking about dogs or ostriches in general, meaning any dog.
When your meaning is general, use an indefinite article. Note that a is used before words that begin
with consonants while an is used before words beginning with vowels.

On the other hand, the is a definite article, meaning the speaker is referring to a specific noun. For
example:

We went to the best restaurant in town.

The dog is barking too loudly.

Here the speaker is referring to a particular dog and a particular restaurant. It's not a general
category, but only one animal or place that's important. When your meaning is specific, use a
definite article.

2.Demonstratives

Demonstrative pronouns are also used as determiners in English. There are four of them: this, that,
these and those. Demonstratives are used in a situation in which the speaker can point to the item
they mean, making them even more specific than a definite article. For example:

Do you want this piece of chicken?

| don't want to go to that movie.




These black raspberries are sour.
He wanted those boys to go away.

This and these refer to items nearby; that and those refer to items far away. Note also that this and
that are singular while these and those are plural.

3.Quantifiers

Quantifiers are determiners that indicate how much or how little of the noun is being discussed.
They include words such as all, few and many. For example:

He took all the books.

She liked all desserts equally.

Few children like lima beans, so the cafeteria stopped serving them.

Many Kittens are taught to hunt by their mothers.

Note that all can be used with other determiners to specify which particular items are meant .
4.Possessives

When referring to a noun that belongs to someone or something, you can use possessive pronouns
to show ownership. Possessive pronouns include my, your, his, her, its, our, and their. For
example:

Where is your car?
The dog growled and showed its teeth.
My best friend is a cat.

As always, the determiner comes before the noun and any modifying adjectives. In English, you
can use the same possessive whether the noun it references is singular or plural.

Few Important Rules to Remember:

» Determiners always come first in the noun phrase.
Determiners are required with singular nouns.
To speak about a singular noun generally, use an indefinite article (a or an).

To speak about a plural noun generally, do not use a determiner.

>
>
>
>

To speak about a singular noun specifically, use a definite article, demonstrative pronoun,

possessive pronoun or quantifier.




Chapter-4
Modals

Modals (also called modal verbs, modal auxiliary verbs, modal auxiliaries) are special verbs which
behave irregularly in English. They are different from normal verbs like "work, play, visit..." They
give additional information about the function of the main verb that follows it. They have a great
variety of communicative functions.

Here are some characteristics of modal verbs:
They never change their form. You can't add "s", "ed", "ing"...
They are always followed by an infinitive without "to" (e.i. the bare infinitive.)

They are used to indicate modality allow speakers to express certainty, possibility, willingness,
obligation, necessity, ability

List of modal verbs
Here is a list of modal verbs:

can, could, may, might, will, would, shall, should, must

The verbs or expressions dare, ought to, had better, and need not behave like modal auxiliaries to a
large extent and my be added to the above list

Use of modal verbs:
Modal verbs are used to express functions such as:
Permission

Ability

Obligation

Prohibition

Lack of necessity

Advice

possibility

probability

Examples of modal verbs

Here is a list of modals with examples:




Modal Verb

Expressing

Example

must

Strong obligation

You must stop when the
traffic lights turn red.

logical conclusion /
Certainty

He must be very tired. He's
been working all day long.

must not

prohibition

You must not smoke in the
hospital.

can

ability

I can swim.

permission

Can | use your phone please?

possibility

Smoking can cause cancer.

could

ability in the past

When | was younger | could
run fast.

polite permission

Excuse me, could I just say
something?

possibility

It could rain tomorrow!

may

permission

May | use your phone
please?

possibility, probability

It may rain tomorrow!

might

polite permission

Might I suggest an idea?

possibility, probability

I might go on holiday to
Australia next year.

need not

lack of necessity/absence of
obligation

I need not buy tomatoes.
There are plenty of tomatoes
in the fridge.

should/ought to

50 % obligation

I should / ought to see a
doctor. | have a terrible
headache.

advice

You should / ought to revise
your lessons

logical conclusion

He should / ought to be very
tired. He's been working all
day long.

had better

advice

You 'd better revise your
lessons

Modal verbs are followed by an infinitive without "to", also called the bare infinitive.

Examples:

You must stop when the traffic lights turn red.

You should see to the doctor.

There are a lot of tomatoes in the fridge. You need not buy any.




Chapter-5

Tense

Tenses play a crucial role in the English language. It denotes the time an action takes place,
whether sometime in the past, in the present or will take some time in the future. There are three
main tenses in English.

1.Present Tense
Simple Present Tense

A sentence is presented in simple present tense when it is used to describe an action that's
happening at present and does not indicate when the action is expected to end. Simple present
tense is used when:

The action that is taking place in general.
The action is not only occurring now; it repeats after regular intervals of time.
To indicate facts those are generally true.

The action for relating habits and routines that happen all the time, be it in the future, past or
present.

Structure:

Verb "+s/es" form is used;

If subject is 3rd person singular. The verb is used in its original form;
If subject is 1st and/or 2nd person singular.

If subject is 1st and/or 2nd person plural.

If subject is 3rd person plural.

Some Examples:

The sun sets in the west.
All the cars stop at this crossing.

Michael teaches social studies in a school.

That notice reads, “No parking”.

Rajdhani leaves at seven in the morning.

The teacher said if she works hard she will pass.
There goes the taxi.

Do you play tennis?

He does not go to the temple.

Does he write novels?




Present Progressive or Present Continuous

Though the simple present and present continuous tenses are used interchangeably, present
continuous usually defines an act that is going on at the time of speaking.

The sentences with present progressive tense are used when:

Something is taking place now, while speaking and has a definite end as well.
When something is already decided and arranged as well to perform it.

To indicate an undesirable habit.

Structure:

Use first form of the verb “+ing”

Singular 3rd person subject — use ‘is’

Plural 1st, 2nd and 3rd person and singular 2nd person subject — use ‘are’
1st person singular — use ‘am’

In other words, it is "Subject + be (is, am, are) + Verb+ -ing + Object”

Some Examples:

Please wait for a moment, Shyam is talking to Mary.

We are late; he will be waiting for us at the restaurant now.
Mom, | am playing football.

Are they still living here?

She is having her breakfast now.

I’m planning to meet the Director tonight.

Present Perfect Tense

It's probably the most used tense form in